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THIN K, I have already 
| inform’d my READERS, 
That I am a great Lover 
of Walking: But I don’t 
know whether I have, 
yct, acquainted them with 
a Cuftom I have, to look 
back, from every Rifing 
Ground I meet with, in 
1} my Perambulations, and 

——sumes examine the Change of 
Profpect ; and the Face, and Scimation, of the 





Country, f have left behind me, 


fd MAVE tranfplanved this good Cuftom, fro” 
my. Body, into my Mind ; which I have, for fome 
Years paft; inur’d to make Paufes, now and then, in 
Life ; and reckon over its paft Stages, and the et 
after a General, and, at other Times, in a more 
particular, Manner. — The Diftin&tion of Ages, by 
Solon, into Divifions, of Seven Years, is an Example of 
the Firft Kind ; and has fomething in it, that is juff, 
and natural ; and uncommon éfough to be worth 
tranflating. : . 


The feven firft Years of Life, (Man's Break of Day) 
Gleams of fhort Senfe a Dawncf Thought difplay. © 
When Fourteen Springs have bloom'd his downy Cheek, 
His Joft, and blufbful,’ Meanings, learn to (peak, . 
From Twenty one, proud A@anhood takes its Date 5 — 
Yet is not Strength compleat, till Twenty Bight. p 
Thence, to bissFive and Thirtieth, Life’s gay Fire * 
Sparkles, burns loud, and flames, in fierce Defire. 
At Forty two, bis Eyes grave Wifdom wear ; 
And the datk Future dims him o'er with Care, 
On, tothe Nine and forticti, Toils increafe; 
And bufy Flopes, and Fears, difturb bis Peace. A 


At Fifty fix, cool Redfon reigns, intire, - 
Then, Life burns fteady, 4nd with temp’rare Fire, 


But Sixty three unbinds the Body's Strength ; “> 
E’re'the whwearied Mind has run her Length, 
And, when, from Seventy, Age furveys her Laft, _ 
Tir fe ip for — avd ii, AL PGE Pate.. ud 


- OF the fecond, atid more particular Kind, I have 
inet with no livelier Example, rthan That of the 
illuftrious Paulo Parista,.a Noble Venetzan; who was 
fent Ambaffador, from his Repyblick, to Po é¢ Clement 
the Eighth ; and compos'd rhe following Soli/oguy, du- 
ting his Refidence at Rome ; wherein he briefly ex- 
amines the whole -Courfe-of -his paft Lrfe>— 
W HERE amI? Whatam I doing ? Whar am 
I defigning ? — I am haftening already co the End of 


[Price Two Pence j 


my Life ; and have hardly fo much as thonghr upod 
the End of my Being | <= { am tran{ported with That 
which I am not fure. to poffefs, 4 Day ; and neglect ta 
acquaint myfelf with what I muft carry with me; 
thro” Eternity ! —= Age has, naturally, a Power to 
affict, and mortific, the Body: Let it now exert a 
nobler Influence, and ‘exalt, and quicken, my Spirit § 
— Summon, O my Soul, thy ftray’d, and degenerate, 
Thoughts, — Know the Dignity of thy Condition 3 
and let nothing proceed from Thee, but what may, 
truly, be worthy of Thee. , 
I FEAR, if I make a Scrutiny into the Conduct 
of my Life, 1 fhall difgsace my biuthing Reafon, by 
a Kecolleétion of my Vanity, — The Tendcincfs of 
my Jnfant Tears was too weak to afford Matter, that 
cow’d metic my Age's Notice ; and yet, the Tears, 
methinks, which it was fubject to, might have fore. 
warned me, That I was ent'ring upon a Wildernefi, 
of Mifery! | : 
“TN ‘the Boyifo Years, which fucceeded Childhood, 
I drew in Plealure, ac my- Eyes, and Bars; and gave 
my Soul a Tindure that prepared ic for the Iniprefiions 
of future Leviry. — Riches, Honeur, and worldly Greate 


_. nefi, glitter’'d.on me, from a. lovely, Diftance' +, And 


Retirement, when! heard it tadle’g oft, feean’d Scupidity, 


- 


dt Aadnef:. — Thee Conceptions, gathes’d¢ Surengrh; 
as.f advanced into riper Life, from the Common Com, 
fent, of all Men, to practife, and co pratle, as I did ¢ 
and That moft among Thole, who were reputed wifefty 
and moft happy. ios Tne 

~.A'T my Entrance into Youh, L.applyed myfelf co 
Study, — 1 delighted, chiefly, in. Reetorith, and Phis 
lofopby , and, having. the good Fospune cw, mees. with 


| Excellénr Maftérs, I made a {wift, -and.upufual,.. Pros 
pel Yet J cannot help.confefling, That ir added 


‘uel to ‘my native Pride, Ic amflam'’d sie wish 
Thirft-of Praife.; and ferv’d ‘to: coumtenance that Selfe 
Love, which ftood in-negd of no dncentive. —— Knows 
ledge.js. apt to fit a its. offcffors. — I dare not fay, 
1 poffefs'd it > Baty it uta rask'd, What Prue, 
T yeap d, by my Studies? 1 chink, I might. venture’t 
anfwer, That Philofophy, if it did nat-teach me TRUTH, 
awaken d, and prepar'd me, to receive it, 

FOR a while, I was very Earneft- in the Sendy of 
Morality ; and delighted in it fo much, thar pub- 
liti’d a Treatife, on thac Subjec : And, afterwards, 
when I was come co Man’s Ettate, .1. compos'd, in 
Obedience to, my Father’s particular Command, an 
Elaborate Hiffory, cf. my. Counts. —, But, while lt 
labout’d to contribute toward the Glory of other Men, 
I -pieas'd myfelf- witha flatcering Profpect, That Itoo, 
by thofe my Laboury fhould have @ Place, in‘ ahe 
Temple I was biilding; and, live,’ in my Fame, 
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nariy Ages after my Death. — Abfurd Extravagance 
; nf Ponint — Asif, what is sothing, in Iefelf, 

conld gather an Existence, from the Opinions of 

Orhers ! ) a‘ 

NE XT, I gave myfelf wholly up to the 4 
and Government of my Country ; and found my Way 
{o plain, and eafy, that I foon attain’d Great Honours, 
sod fciped to the foremof? Employments. — But, 
alas Boaft is This ? — Am I nox fenfible, that 
net only the mOft bu/y, but even the nol Oe: of 
my prefent Thoughis, will vanifh, like a filent 
Shadow 2 — All thefe Dignities, and Diftinctions, 
thefe Strate Bufties, and Negotiations, with which my 
Mind is, fo glorioufly incumber'd, will diffolve, like 
Smoak intothe Wind! or be wither'd, like Flowers, by 
the Beams of that San, which cherifh’d them!— Yer, 
unftable as thefe Phantafms are, and as 1 know them 
to be, I muft meditate on Them only. My Thoughts, 
however reiu&ant, muft, ar all Times, and in all 
Pifices, give way to the imaginary Importance of thefe 
proud Chimera’s; and abandon the Contemplation of 
Things intrinfically Noble. 

ALAS! how hard it is to ferve Two Mafters, of 
oppofite Meanings! my Reafon, and my Pride, feem to 
hdvé divided me, between them.— Pride reaches me 
to meafure my Actions, with Regard only ro outward 
Appearances, by which Men rather feem happy, than 
are {o.<«.But Reafon is always whifpering me, he Pa- 
tience, Humility, Mediocrity, and Self.denial, are the 
Roads, which lead to Felicity—.As 1 approached to 
Old Age, 1 grew, more and more, fenfible on which 
of thefe Two Sides Truth lay: But I perfifted, even 
againft Conviction, and facrific'd my Peace, and 
Reft, to Careful Power, and Splendid Mifery, 

W HAT, then, dol wifhb >—Whar is it, that I am 
nt eer, J eo I know, that my Purfuits are Follies, 
what hinders but that I change them ?—~—If, after having 
wafted the Vigour of my Life, withour Advantage 
from fuch Applications, I am lefs {atisfied, than when 
I to live, Am I weak enough to hope, That, 
while J, myfelf, do not change, the very Nature of Things 
[howd alter ?—~ Shall Difappointment turn to Delight, 
becaufe I am fondly in Love with Pleafure?— Or 
fhall a World, that produces nothing {but Cares, be 
taught hereafter to abound with Comforts, That I only 
may be indu!g’d, with new, and unnatural, Satis- 
fabtion ? 

LOOK out, my Soul, upon thefe Ruins, thar 
are every where {pread round thee !—-This was, once, 
That aweful ROME! The Queen of the dependant 
World !——Where is, now, her unbounded Influence ? 
Where the Majefty of her Empire? Where are Her 
Treafures ? Her Triumphs 2? and the dreadful Confe- 

uences of a Thoufand Viftories ? — Are they not the 
Prey of Death, and Time? Do they nor lie buried, in 
thefe Heaps of Rain >—~ And fhalt Thou be fond of 
Glory ?——Thou, who canft look down with Pity, on the 
Defolation of a Power, that drew a Chain about the 
World ;— Shale Thou prefume to pride Thyfelf in 
Honours, ot Diftin@ions ? or grow vain, upon the fittle 
Preference of a light, and momentary, Dignity / 

N O,—Thou, who haft Duration, and Stability! 
Thou! who fhalt endure, uwwafting, thro’ the Change 
of Eternity! confider better the true Rate of Things ; 
and proportion thy Defire to their Value.—If they are 
not of Real Worth, why then, haft Thou Jov’d them ? 
—Why endeavonr’ft Thou to retain them? Why art 
Thou fhaken ata Profpect of thy /ofing them ?— Or, 
gtant they have; in them, any Thing, that may be 
call'd a Real Good, why, at leaft, is it not remember'd, 
For how fhort a Time thou canst poffe/s them? 

A thoufand Ways, thefe worldly Benefits have it, in 
their very Nature, to deceive us.—-While we fuppafe 
their /ncreafe the only Means to make us happy ; we, 
infenfibly, become miferable: For we fix our Minds, 
fo intently, upon the Litrle we, yet, want, that we 





continue Dead to the Enjoyment of All that we were 
before poffeffed of.—The Fear of /ofing, what we have 
already gor, has a Power to impeotrile vulgar Minds, 
asiefieciually as if they really poffeffed Nothing ! Anda 
er Vexation than This, the Humane Son! is not 
capable of being tormented by——Becaufe, as the Mi- 
fery is imaginary, itis boundle/s ; and, as it drew its 
Evil from Depravity, it can receive no Cure from Rea- 
fom. —Strange Perverfenefs of our Nature /—We have 
our Happinefi, within ourfelves, and are always feeking 
it abroad:—We have our A4iferies, remote, and without ; 
and, yet, are, for ever, /marting inward; and tranf- 
lanting Tortures, to ourfelves, which have no Roots, 

t in our Diligence, to excite, and nouvifb, our own 
Mifchiefs ! 

IF we feed the Soul with Meat, which is not proper 
her Nature, what Wonder, that fhe pines, and can 
never be fully fati:fied ? — But, I perceive, while I 
praife MA RY, 1 am imitating MARTH Al dile 
cern the right Way 5 Bui 4 chic co mavel in the 
prong, till J have jeft my felf in its intricate Wind- 
ings =I am treubled, and bufied with many Things ; 
tho’ I know, well enough, that there is but One, of 
‘em, fincerely Neceflary.——1 am dirdlim'd by the 
tempting World.—I am given over to a Variety of 
folicitous, and grinding, Cares, which I hug, like 
Bleffings, to my Bofom; and am foften’dy more and 
more, into an Affection, and Partialiry, for them.— 
The Love and Gratitude, I owe my Friends, — The 
Hopes, and Fears, and touching Tendernefs, with 
which I think of my fe, and Children s~—Domeftick, 
and private Occonomy; and the weightiet Concerns 
of the Government of the Commonwealth! prefs my 
Thoughts, on every Side, and afflict me with Pur- 
pofes, diametrically oppofite to each other, | 

FAIN wou'dI free my Soul, and reftore her to 
her Liberty, from thefe Paffions, which confine, and 
torture her: Bur I neither know how, nor when, to 
refolve it—Yet, am I comferted, however, That 1 
feel, in myfelf, a ftrong Defire, to exert the Preroga- 
tive of my Reafon: Since I confider it, as a Sign, 
that, tho’ I am not able to do well, I retain the Princi~ 


ples of well-doing. 





ADVPERTISEME NT. 
BOOKS. 


IBLIOTHECA SCOTICA: or, A Catalogue of the 
Library of a Learned Gentleman of Scotland, late- 

ly Deceafed. ‘Together with the Library of a Gen- 
tleman of the Inner-Temple, gone to the Meft-Jndies. 
Confifting of a Collection of the moft Approved Au- 
thors in moft Sciences, as, Architecture, Medals, Huf- 
bandry, Trade, Diviniry, Voyages, Travels, Dictio- 
naries, and Lexicons; Poetry, Novels, Law, Phyfick, 
Lives, Clafficks, and Hiftory, more particularly ot 
that Part relating to the Kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Ireland, with the Antiquities of feveral of the 
Counties and Churches thereof; in Greek, Latin, 
Englifh, Italian, and French. Witha large Collection 
of Polite Literature, by Modern Authors, bound after 
a very Neat Manner. N. B. The Books are in good 
Condition, chiefly either Gilt on the Back, or Letter- 
ed, and feveral Large Paper. The Sale whereof will 
begin on Wednefday, the 20th of this Inftant Fanuery, 
1727. at Nine in the Morning, at W. Mears’s Shop, 
the Lamb without Temple-Bar ; the Price being Mark- 
ed very Cheap in the firft Leaf of each Book, Cata- 
logues may be had at Mr, Stage’s, in Weftminfter-Hal ; 
Mr. Greaves’s, in St. Fames’s-firect ; Mr, -Frank/in’s, 10 
Ruffel-fireet, Covent-Garden ; Mr. Meigkan’s under 
Gray's. Inn-Gate, Holborn ; Mr. Straban’s, in Cornhill, 
Bookfellers: At the Britifb Coffee-Houfe, over-againft 
the Afews.Gate ; the Chapter Coffee-Houfe, in Pater- 

nofier-Row ; and at the Place of Sale. 
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